MY FOOTBALL REVELATION
By:  Mike D. McNally, Dec. 21, 1213

Today, my hometown team Fresno State was beat severely by USC.  Their 9-4 (Non-conf. Pac-12 Championship) hand Fresno State’s Mountain West (MW) 11-1 Champion a 45-20 thrashing.  They are in transition and we supposedly fielded one of Fresno State’s best ever teams.  So I ask myself, how this can possibly be?  They were ranked No.25 in the BCS rankings and we were ranked No.20.  Surely, we should have at least played a much closer contested game.  But we didn’t.  

So I am trying to make sense out of this annual nonsense of what that we here in little farm town Fresno are led to believe is football parity with any school in the country.  In other words, we are constantly fed this nonsense that given the right coaching of the right recruited players and conceivably, we could beat any team on any given Saturday.  So why is it that my hometown team can’t seem to play at that level year after year?  We always seem to get selected by the media among the top 25 to begin the season and sometimes actually finish inside that number.  But that number comes always to a screeching halt.  Why?

That’s what I want to make some sense out of.  So I have consulted numerous sources on the Internet and have come up with the following information about competitive college football in the US:

There are about 4,140 public and private colleges in the US, but of that number, only about one-fourth, 1,066 schools are active in the NCAA competitive college system.  That number is then broken down into three divisions, Div.I, Div.II and Div.III.  Div.I holds about 340 schools. Div.II 290 and Div.III 436.  These teams play other teams within their selected Divisions.  The Division that gets all the national hype and attention is Division-I.  

Sounds fairly simple thus far right?  But here’s where it starts to get a little confusing.  Of the 340 Colleges in the US that are rated as Div.I teams, 90 of them do not sponsor any football program.  Of the remaining 250 schools, 122 are what are classified as Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) teams and 128 teams are classified as Football Championship Subdivision (FCS).
So lets put some numbers of real people to these three divisions;  Div.I has 26,325 young men playing, Div.II 16,320 and Div.III 23,668.  A total in the 2009-10 season of 66,713 players.  Further breaking that down, we find there are 14, 319 that played on teams that were in the FBS / Div.I and 12,006 players that played on FCS / Div.I teams.
There are 31 Conferences in these three divisions in total, but I’m only going to address the 11 that make up Div.I that we national media really care about.  Remember though that there is FBS and FCS Div.I teams in these 11 conferences plus one group of Independents making a total of 12.

There is the ACC, Big-12, Big East, Big Ten, Conf. USA, Mid-Amer., Mount. West, Pac.-12, SEC, Sun Belt, WAC and the IA Independents.  And there are four schools not in a conference at all; ND, BYU, Army and Navy.  The Six conferences underlined are Bowl Subdivision teams (FBS) and the remaining are the Football Championship conference teams (FCS).

Until this year, we had a super agency ranking and rating these teams called the BCS.  There methodology would determine at the end of the season what teams would be ranked where and who would play who.  If you were a FBS conference team, chances are you fell into an automatic bowl invitation.  If not, the odds of breaking into the top 25 BCS ranking or even the top 10 for an automatic bowl berth were nearly impossible.

But this is where you separate the men from the boys in college football.  Generally speaking, there are super-sized schools in both population and budget that have risen above the average college teams in this country and entice the best recruits the country as to offer of young men graduating from our thousands high schools.  Teams like Fresno State get the rejects or the players overlooked by these mega-schools.  It was said that nearly the entire Fresno State roster was composed of those student players that were rejected by their first choices like USC, etc.  Coaching can only take talent so far and to be able to compete on this higher level and against these roughly 98 nationwide mega schools is like trying to take down Goliaths with sling shots.

Local media hypes the pluses and downplays the minuses in situations like this, and we constantly end up believing that we really have a chance against these schools, when in reality, we really do not.  Fresno State plays USC again in the first match of the 2014 season.  Most of our seniors will be gone and worst of all, we will be fielding a new quarterback.  What are the chances Fresno State wins this contest?  Zero in my estimation.  Not because I lack team loyalty, but because I have now told myself to quit believing in fairy tales.  Pat Hill used to say, “Anyone, anytime, anywhere!”.  And we started our season usually 0-3, with key injuries and totally demoralized heading into conference play.

Back to conferences; There should be no interactions between the six FBS conference teams and the six FCS conference teams.  There is absolutely no comparison of equality here.  Every year, the really big TV money goes to these FBS teams and further enriches their programs, recruiting efforts and scholarship program offerings.
Lastly, if you are a talented high school player and envision yourself playing in the pros someday, do you accept an offer to a secondary college or try to get picked up by a nationally recognized team that gets you media attention and perhaps a highly coveted Heisman Trophy?

I for one am extremely happy Fresno State won their conference and that certain players will likely be selected for the NFL in the upcoming draft. To want or expect any more than that is just plain silly.
