April 13, 2013
CALIFORNIA’S HIGH SPEED RAIL STATUS

Condensed information from the Fresno Bee this date (By Mike McNally)
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY SELECTED:

1. Out of five construction conglomerates, one multi-company applicant comprised of Tutor Perin Corp of Sylmar, Zachary Const. Corp. of Texas and Parsons Corp. of Pasadena was named as the winning bidder based on lowest bid price and a long list of criteria each were given points and rated on.

2. The original 28 mile potion between Madera and S. Fresno was estimated at  first to be between $1.5 to 2.0 Billion, and later revised downward to $1.2 to 1.8 B.  However, the lowest bidder’s number was $985,143,000.

3. The contract is to be awarded within the next few weeks and construction is expected to start sometime this summer.

JOBS:

1. Once the contract is awarded, an immediate “ramping-up of hiring” is expected to begin with at least 1,300 construction jobs each year for the next 4-5 years right here in the Central Valley.
2. A significant rules inclusion mandates that 30% of all sub-construction companies and / or suppliers be either minority owned, female owned or disabled veterans.

LAND ACQUISTION:

1. There will be a total of 356 parcels of land that need to be purchased in the R.R. right-of-way in this first portion.  75 still need to be purchased.
2. A 2.5 mile portion of Hwy. 99 between Ashlan and Clinton Avenues will need to be moved west to allow room between the highway and the existing railroad tracks.  The cost for Cal Trans to accomplish this relocation is $226 Million and has already been funded and contracted for by and out of HSRR Funds.

OTHER FACTS:

1. The 130 Mile stretch between Madera and Bakersfield is to cost $6 Billion w/ $3 Billion already funded by the Feds and the remainder by California Tax Money.  The Federal money must be spent by 9-30-17 or forfeited.

2. The entire 520 Mile circuit when finished is expected to cost $68 Billion.
3. Earliest expected public passenger ridership is not expected until 2022.

IMPEDIMENTS:

1. There are presently two remaining lawsuits.  One is expected to be before the courts by Friday, April 19, 2012.  The second suit is expected to be heard by the court somewhere around the end of May.  Neither suit is given much importance or expectation of success at this late point to stop or slow down the rail road process.
