WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
JUST THE FACTS

PRESIDENT FROM 1992 to 2000

PERSONAL:
· Born August 19, 1946 in Hope, Arkansas.

· In High School, he excelled as a student & a saxophone player.

· Graduated from Georgetown University in 1968.

· Won a Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford University in 1968.

· Received a Law Degree in 1973 from Yale.

· 1975 Married Hillary Rodham (of Wellesley College and Yale Law School).

· Bill was elected Attorney General of Arkansas in 1976

· Elected Governor of Arkansas in 1978 (Only 4-yrs until 1982)

· Chelsea born 1980

· Lost Governorship in 1982-1986 period.

· He served 2-years as Arkansas’ Attorney Gen. & 10 years as Governor.

PRESIDENCY:

· 1992 Clinton (Age 44) beat George Bush and Ross Perot (3rd Party).
· Tennessee Sen. Albert Gore, Jr. was elected VP.

MISC.:

· First time in 12 years that both the White House and Congress same party.

· This only lasted two years until 1994, when Reps. Won both houses.

· 1998 Clinton was impeached for “Obstruction of Justice” re; Lewinski. 

· Senate tried him and found him “not guilty”, whereupon, he apologized.

· Afterwards, he enjoyed an unprecedented popular approval rating of 65%. 
WORLD AFFAIRS:

· Clinton sent peacekeeping forces to Bosnia (Clinton led and US was the 1st to do so).

· He authorized bombing of Iraq, when Saddam Hussein failed to uphold the conditions of his surrender and the world was concerned with his country’s possible existence of WMD.

· Was a proponent for expanding NATO

· Was in favor of more International trade – more openness and fairness.

· Was responsible for a worldwide campaign against drug trafficking.
DOMESTIC POLICIES:

· Clinton was always known for his “Third Way” philosophy of governance and as a “Centrist”.

· He supported NAFTA

· He championed Welfare Reform – especially going after “deadbeat” fathers.

· He enjoyed the longest period of “peace-time” economic expansion in America’s history.

· Including:

· A balanced Federal budget, which he orchestrated.

· A surplus of $559 Billion when he left office.

Note:  His biggest campaign promise was to Reform Health Care in America.  Hillary was given the reigns to this pet project and for nearly two years, she worked with members of Congress, etc. in studying the problem.  However, at the end of this time, a new, politically conservative Rep. Congress, the AMA and the medical insurance industry, all helped to kill the once peoples-popular initiative.

· He signed the “Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993”.
· Very bravely pushed for and rec’d. approval from Congress for the gay personnel policy changes in the military for “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” .

· The Clinton Administration was the first to start and maintain a website.

· Signed the “Brady Bill” requiring a 5-day waiting period on purchase of handguns.

· Signed the “Omnibus Budget and Reconciliation Act of August of 1993.  It is important to note that this bill passed Congress without one Republican vote.

· This act cut taxes for 15-million low-income families.

· Allowed tax cuts for 90% of small businesses in the US.
· Mandated the budget be balanced.

· Raised taxes on the wealthiest 1.2% of taxpayers – those who earned over $650,000 / year.  Note:  This was during a period in which the 1% realized a 10.1% raise in their incomes, while the bottom 99% only saw 2.4% rise per year.
· Under an alliance of Ted Kennedy (Dem.) and Orrin Hatch (Rep.), the Clinton Administration signed these highly successful bills:
· Children’s Health Insurance Program

· Adoption and Safe Families Act.

· Foster Care Independence Act.

Note:  Bill Clinton and and the Democratic Congress (92-93) tried to get a “Campaign Finance Reform” package approved, but the incoming Republican Congress majority voted it down in 1993.

SUPREME COURT APPOINTMENTS:

· Ruth Badar Ginsburg 1993

· Stephen Breyer 1994

